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JAMES TANTON

James Tanton (PhD, Princeton 1994, mathematics) is an author, a consultant, 
and an ambassador for the Mathematical Association of America in Washington 
D.C., currently serving as their Mathematician-at-Large. 

James writes books and video courses, advises on curriculum, consults with 
teachers, and gives demonstration classes and professional development sessions 
across the globe. He created the MAA’s Curriculum Inspirations project, serves as 
chair of the Advisory Council for the National Museum of Mathematics, and is a 
founder of The Global Math Project, an initiative set to transform the entire world’s 
perception of what mathematics can and should be. Over 5 million students across 
the planet have taken part in a common joyous piece of mathematics to see how 
classroom mathematics serves as a portal for human joy, wonder, and delight. 
 

Abstract
Guidobaldo del Monte (1545-1647), a patron and friend of Galileo Galilei, believed he had witnessed the creation of 
something out of nothing when he established mathematically that zero equals one. He thereby thought that he 
had proved the existence of God! Although I daren’t be so bold with my claims, I am willing to prove instead that 
one equals two. And, moreover, just to convince you that I am right I will do so multiple times over, drawing upon 
a wide spectrum of mathematical techniques: algebra and arithmetic, probability and mechanics, pure thought and 
physical action! Will you be able to find fault with any of my “proofs?”

Schedule
4:30 pm - Cakes and refreshments
5:00 - 6:30 - Lecture

To ensure we have enough refreshments please email melania@pims.math.ca and 
specify how many will be attending. Seating is limited.

WEBSITE: HTTPS://WWW.PIMS.MATH.CA/EDUCATIONAL-EVENT/190426-PPLCM

www.pims.math.ca		 	 				@pimsmath	 	 	 				facebook.com/pimsmath

Friday, April 26, 2019
4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Earth Science Building - Room 1012
University of British Columbia

A DOZEN PROOFS THAT 1 = 2, AND A SURPRISING 
TANGLE DILEMMA

http://www.pims.math.ca/scientific-event/190321-puscveldb

